
 

The Wonderful World of Wetlands BINGO 
  

Time: 10-15 minutes to create Bingo board; 5-10 minutes to play one-round of Bingo 

 

Materials: 

Photocopies of blank BINGO board 

Photocopies of Bingo Pieces 

Glue or Tape 

Print one extra “Bingo Piece” page and use as the drawing pieces for Bingo 

Bingo Markers: if you have poker-like chips in the classroom you can use those; you can also use dried beans or any other 

small object as the bingo markers.   

Optional: Print one “Bingo Piece II: Wetland Clues” and use in place of the picture “Bingo Pieces”  

 

 Object: To be the first person to get a horizontal or vertical line of pieces on the BINGO board.  As a lesson, the objective is to 

help students become more familiar with common wetlands species.   

 

 How to Play: 

 The Wonderful World of Wetlands BINGO is played exactly like regular bingo except in Wetlands BINGO the player can 

only get BINGO horizontally or vertically; there is NO diagonal BINGO in this version of the game. 

 To play the game have each student create their own BINGO board.  Each student will need: one blank copy of the 

BINGO board; one copy of Bingo Pieces; glue or tape; a handful of bingo marker pieces.  There is one bingo piece for every 

blank square on the board so instruct your students to put only one picture in each blank space.  Also, the “BINGO drawer,” who 

determines which BINGO piece is called, will need to cut out the BINGO pieces and put them in a separate container.  This 

separate container will be where the “BINGO drawer” picks each piece one by one. 

 To play BINGO, the “BINGO drawer” will pick each BINGO piece out of the container one by one.  As you pick them 

announce to the class which piece has been pulled. Ex: “Blue Heron” or “Red Maple.”  Give the students a couple seconds to find 

that piece on their board and place a bingo marker on that picture.  Game play continues until one or more students have created a 

bingo.  Remember, in Wetlands BINGO there are NO diagonal bingos in this version of the game.  Students can only get a 

BINGO horizontally or vertically.  Happy Playing!! 

 

 Variation: 

 If you want to challenge your class, use “Bingo Piece II: Wetland Clues” instead of the Bingo Pieces with pictures.  When 

you draw a “Wetland Clue”  Bingo Piece,  read the clue aloud.  Have your students take turns sharing the answer.  If you have a 

younger audience, you can couple the Wetland Clues with the picture Bingo Pieces to give your students a bit more information 

regarding these different wetland items.   
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BINGO PIECES: 
Cut out each piece and glue or tape onto blank BINGO board.  Use one picture per square on the board. 



A common wading bird with 

grey blue plumage and 

shaggy feathers on its long 

slender throat. 

 

(Answer: Great Blue Heron) 

This important transitional habitat is  

an area of land that is forested or 

vegetated and surrounds a body of wa-

ter such as a lake, river, or stream.   

 

(Answer: Riparian Zone) 

These organisms along with 

other amphibians need wetlands 

to reproduce.  Vernal pools are 

crucial to the survival of many 

different species of this animal. 

 

(Answer: Frogs) 

This invasive was originally 

introduced because of its 

beautiful purple flowers.   

 

(Answer: Purple Loosestrife) 

This bird is commonly found in open 

marshes and fields; they usually are 

found in big groups and you can spot 

them by their shiny blue feathers. 

 

(Answer: Tree Swallow) 

Also known as the Tupelo Tree, 

this native species is known for 

its spectacular fall foliage.  

 

(Answer: Black Gum Tree) 

This common invasive can be 

seen growing almost anywhere 

including off the highway.  It 

competes with cattails and is an 

indicator of an unhealthy wet-

land. 

 

(Answer: Phragmites) 

This organism has 2 pairs of wings 

and long abdomen (or tail).  It re-

lies on wetlands to lay its eggs. 

 

(Answer: Dragonfly) 

This plant is an indicator of a 

healthy thriving wetland; 

some people might say it 

looks like a giant, delicious 

corndog. 

 

(Answer: Cattails) 

This family of plants have been around 

since the dinosaurs.  This particular spe-

cies is cleverly named after its most de-

fining feature: a tall brown frond. 

 

(Answer: Cinnamon Stick Fern) 

This is one of the most common 

trees in the state and is known for 

its bright red fall foliage and its deli-

cious sap. 

 

(Answer: Red Maple Tree) 

The curiosity of this creature 

brought development and infra-

structure to wetlands. 

 

(Answer: People) 

With webbed feet and a body built 

for swimming, its no wonder  these 

birds inhabit wetlands.  They are 

also common hunting birds. 

 

(Answer: Ducks) 

These oversized puddles are crucial 

habitat for animals and plants reliant 

on forested wetlands.  They are sea-

sonally wet and tend to dry up for 

spring and summer. 

 

(Answer: Vernal Pools) 

Though we all love feeding these 

beautiful, white birds at the park, 

they are a common invasive spe-

cies that originate from Europe 

and Northern Africa. 

 

(Answer: Mute Swan) 

This migratory song bird 

is named for its distinc-

tive red and yellow plum-

age found on the shoul-

der of male birds.   

 

(Answer: Red-winged 

This bush’s fragrant white 

flowers attract many differ-

ent insects especially butter-

flies.   

 

(Answer: Sweet Pepperbush) 

This tall evergreen is very com-

mon in forested wetlands and is 

used in one way or another by 

much of our native wildlife. 

 

(Answer: White Pine) 

These reptiles come in many 

sizes and can be seen basking on 

floating logs and outcrops in 

lakes and ponds. 

 

(Answer: Turtles) 

This plant is a low grow-

ing, fowl smelling plant 

that loves wetlands.  You 

can see it scattered 

amongst tall trees in up-

land forested wetlands. 

 

(Answer: Skunk Cabbage)  

Bingo Piece II: WETLAND CLUES 

  Use these instead of the picture Bingo Pieces or as a supplement to the activity.   


